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I want to start this off on a personal note. On 
behalf of Lady Suzanne, Joe, and myself I want 
to extend our deepest condolences to the family 
of Ruthie Degener. Ruthie was a great person 
and friend and her loss will be felt, by all who 
knew her, for years to come.  

October 5 was our jewelry raffle and I want 
to thank all the Nobles, Ladies, and Triangle 
girls for all their help at the jewelry raffle this 
year. We had over100 people in attendance and 

it was well received. We would also like to congratulate all of our 
winners, 3 of which were from NYOSA temples and purchased 
tickets at either a Potentates ball or a NYOSA conference. On 
November 15 we will have our fall ceremonial. Please come and sup-
port our new Nobles. November 17 begins set up for the Feztival of 
Trees so if anyone has any time to come up and help, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Friday November 22 we will have a preview and 

Hors d'oeuvres for those that donated a tree, volunteers, and our 
vendors prior to opening the Feztival to the public. We are still 
actively looking for vendors and tree donations. New this year is a 
“grandma’s attic” section so if you have any gently used holiday 
decorations you want to donate to benefit the shrine, please reach 
out to me and let me know. The Feztival will run for 2 weekends 
again this year 11/22-11/24 and 11/29-12/1. If you have some time 
to volunteer come on out; we could always use the help selling 
tickets, cooking, or just being there with your fez on. Our annual 
holiday party will be on December 14 and it will be an adult and 
kids party at the same time, so please RSVP and get your kids’ names 
and ages in to the office asap so we can plan accordingly. Also on 
that day will be Cassiopeia Triangles “Paint the Potentate” event 
where they will be raising money for both Shriners Children’s and 
Triangle. We hope to see you all there.  With that said I want to wish 
all of you a very safe and Happy Thanksgiving. 

Fraternally, Mike P. Ferraro 

THE POTENTATE’S MESSAGE

Michael P. Ferraro 
Potentate 2024

OFFICIAL CALL 
OF THE POTENTATE  

Notice is Hereby Given  

That the Shrine Ceremonial of Ismailia Shriners  

will be held at the time and place shown below 

for transaction of such business as may come properly 

before the Temple. 
 

    Attest: Joseph A. Hoerner                         Michael P. Ferraro 
          Recorder                                            Illustrious Potentate 

Friday, November 15, 2024 

6:00 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

Ismailia Shriners Auditorium 

1600 Southwestern Blvd. 

Buffalo, NY 

Please call the Office at 716-674-8666 for details
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ISMAILIA CENTER OFFICERS 
2024 ELECTED 

Potentate 
Michael P. Ferraro ..............716-266-5549 
Chief Rabban 
James Mirusso ....................716-800-5764 
Assistant Rabban 
Jason Godios ......................716-725-5514 
High Priest & Prophet 
Frederick (Ted) Clark II .....716-949-4202 
Oriental Guide 
Justin A. Brown..................716-536-0530 
Treasurer 
David A. Freund, P.P. .........716-668-0335 
Recorder 
Joseph A. Hoerner, P.P. ......716-684-5435 

APPOINTED 
Carl Nowakowski ........................Director 
Roger Huff.................1st Ceremonial Master 
John Budowski ........Captain of the Guard 
David Cammarano......................Marshall 
Christian Henderson ............Outer Guard 
E. Daniel Walther IV, P.P. .....Chief of Staff 
Jason Godios ........Membership Chairman 
Gary Crewson, P.P..........Donors Relations 
Michael Hackford, P.P. .Circus Co-Chairman 
William Lawicki, P.P. . ..Circus Co-Chairman 
Paul Rudnicki .................Temple Attorney 
Brian Arcand ..............................Chaplain 
David Cammarano...................Press Corp 
Thomas Nugent, 
Chris Fox, Tim Noll .........................Aides 
 

CABIRI #96 
Dennis N. Caldwell, P.P. ............President 
Keith J. Scheetz P.P. ....Secretary/Treasurer 

ERIE HOSPITAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Charles R. Turner Jr. Emeritus 
Donald Holben P.P. Emeritus 
Earl F. Knauss P.P. Emeritus 

 
REPRESENTATIVES 

TO IMPERIAL COUNCIL 
Michael P. Ferraro, Potentate 
James Mirusso, Chief Rabban 

Jason Godios, Assistant Rabban 
Ill Sir Keith Scheetz P.P. Emeritus 

 
TRUSTEES 

John Walkden, P.P. ................2022 - 2024 
Dennis N. Caldwell, P.P. .......2023 - 2025 
Douglas Blajszczak, P.P. .........2024 - 2026 
 
ARABIAN OASIS COMMITTEE 

C.R. James Mirusso ....................President 
A.R. Jason Godios .............Vice President 
Joseph Hoerner P.P. .....................Secretary 
David Freund P.P. .......................Treasurer 
Gary Crewson P.P.  ...............Director (26) 
John Budowski.....................Director (24) 
Marvin MacKeller ................Director (26) 
O.G. Justin Brown.......................Director 
H.P.&P. Frederick Clark II...........Director 
John Markuse.......................Director (24) 
Douglas Blajszczak P.P.  ........Director (25) 
John Walkden P.P. ...............Director (25) 
Ill Sir Michael Ferraro .................Director 

SHRINE SMILE COMMITTEE 
Michael Ferraro ..........................Potentate 
Joseph A. Hoerner P.P. ................Secretary
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$100 Million Dollar Club 
PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE 

100 Million Dollar Club

PLEASE NOTE: 
All articles for the Smile due by 

the 10th of the month preceding 
and nothing after the 15th or any 

changes after the 20th.

Do not leave any valuables in your 
vehicles. There have been more 
than a few vehicles broken into at 
the YMCA, and at one of our recent 
events, one of our Nobles and his 
wife had theirs broken into in our 
parking lot. Criminals know that 
people do a lot of shopping and 
leave their purchases in the vehicle 
while running more errands. Most 
people ignore car alarms as there 
always seems to be one going off 
in a large parking lot, or down the 
street at 3 AM as we are trying to 
sleep. Stay vigilant.

                
n   I have previously made a will leaving a bequest to the  

                     Shriners Hospitals For Children. 
                n   I have added a provision in my will leaving a bequest  
                     to the Hospitals. 
                n   I prefer to make a cash contribution at this time of at  
                     least $100.00, which is tax deductible. 

Make your check payable to: SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN 

I am a member of_____________________________________Shriners. 

Sign________________________________________ Shrine No. ________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________ State ______________ Zip______________ 

Please have the certificate read:__________________________________________ 

Please return to Joseph A. Hoerner, Recorder, Ismailia Shriners,  
1600 Southwestern Blvd., West Seneca, NY 14224

Just a Quick 
Reminder...

ZIYARA SHRINERS DRUM & BUGLE CORPS
Nobles, Ladies & Friends of NYOSA - 

We all have noticed the decline in active participation in mu-
sical units, many of which have disbanded or gone into indefinite 
hibernation. To keep some NYOSA musical units performing in 
public, thus both drawing attention to our fraternal family and 
raising money for our Shrines and our Shriners Children's net-
work, the Ziyara D&B invites former members of D&Bs, Bands, 
Oriental Bands, Chanters, etc. of Shrines in NYOSA, as well as 
other singers and players of instruments of all kinds, current or 
rusty, of all ages and genders, to rehearse, perform and enjoy 
camaraderie with us. With your help, we will play events in our 
area, and if invited by your Potentate, under your Shrine's banner, 
in yours. We encourage each Shrine's musicians to support their 
neighboring Shrine's musical units in like fashion.  

We march often during the summer and occasionally in other 
seasons, entertaining the public, especially kids. Most of our 
music is Sousa marches and the like: tunes familiar to Americans, 
including especially but not exclusively patriotic airs; most are 
not technically challenging, so amateur musicians can participate. Desire to raise money for our Shriners 
Children's care, to entertain the public, to get some physical exercise and fresh air marching down the 
street, and to make a joyful noise, is more important to us than talent or training.  

Time commitment is much less than most corps. We rehearse monthly fall through winter, then weekly 
in the spring to prepare for our busy summer performance schedule. We often march independently in civic 
parades and with local fire departments in field days parades. We sometimes ride on a trailer, so musicians 
who can't march can still perform with us and other Shrine units like our Ziyara Zanies clowns. Usually, we 
are not competing specifically as a D&B, so can welcome woodwinds and strings to join us.  

Our D&B has cymbals, drums and bugles (soprano, baritone, contrabass) to lend to musicians who can't 
bring their own. We presume that other instruments are available from the inactive musical units.  

We march so kids can walk, talk and enjoy life. Please join us, and encourage other musicians you 
know to join us, having fun doing good for others!  

Sincerely, Stuart W. Card, Director



COMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 2024 
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Imperial Session 
Save the Dates  

k 

IMPERIAL SESSION 2025  
Atlanta, Georgia 
June 29 - July 3  

IMPERIAL SESSION 2026  
Tampa, Florida 
July 12-16  

k

NOVEMBER	1	
Friday	Night	Happy	Hour	
4	-	8	pm	

NOVEMBER	3	
Christmas	Decoration	
Set	up	-	2:30	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	5	
Election	Day	–	6	am	-	9	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	6	
Ailiamsi	Meeting	-	1	pm	
PHD	Luncheon	Club	-	Noon	
Directors	Meeting	-	6	pm	
Oasis/Divan	Meeting		
-	6:30	pm	
Cornhole	Tournament	6	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	7	
Nile	Sewing	Mtg.	10:30	am	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	9	
Lockport	Shrine	Club	Mtg.	-	
9	am	
Lockport,	NY	

NOVEMBER	13	
PHD	Luncheon	Club	-	Noon	
Nile	Meeting	-	Noon	
Cornhole	Tournament	6	pm	
Shrine	Center	
Ailiamsi	Nite	Court		
Mtg.	-	6	pm	

NOVEMBER	14	
Ailiamsi	Ways	&	Means	
Meeting	-	10:30	am	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	15	
Shrine	Ceremonial	-	6	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	17-21	
Feztival	of	Trees	Set-up	
for	Trees	&	Vendors	
10	am	-	7	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	22	
Feztival	of	Trees	–	5	-	8	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	23	
Feztival	of	Trees		
10	am	-	8	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	24	
Feztival	of	Trees		
10	am	-	4	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	28	
Thanksgiving	Day	Holiday	
Shrine	Center	Closed	

NOVEMBER	29	
Feztival	of	Trees		
10	am	-	8	pm	
Shrine	Center	

NOVEMBER	30	
Feztival	of	Trees		
10	am	-	8	pm	
Shrine	Center	

DECEMBER	1	
Feztival	of	Trees		
10	am	-	3	pm	
Shrine	Center

ATTEND YOUR 

BLUE 
LODGE 

That’s Where Shriners are Born!

HELP NEEDED 
Looking for anyone 
interested to help 
out with the 
driver 
situation for 
the Hospital 
Travel Team. We are in need to 
have more drivers available for 
Hospital runs to the Shriners 
Hospital for Children - Erie 
Unit. Anyone interested please 
call Noble Charles Turner for 
more info @ 716-863-5583 

Handicap Parking 
at the 

      Shrine Center
Currently there are limited 
handicap spots at the 
Shrine center. Plans are in 
the works now to add a few 
more. There have been 
quite a few complaints 
about people without 
handicap plates, stickers, 
or a placard in their car(s)  
utilizing the limited spots 
we have. With that being 
said, please refrain from 
using the handicap spots 
that we currently have  
unless you have some sort 
of handicap identification 
on your vehicle. 

 – Thank you. 

SHRINE DIRECTORS STAFF   
Ill Sir George Herle P.P.  

The next regular meeting will be on November 6, at 6:00 pm. I am sad to 
report that one of our director's has put down the working tools of life – Walter 
Przepasniak passed on Oct. 10, after a long illness. We would like to express our 
condolences to his family. Don't forget election day, where we will be selling 
Russell's tix. It should be a large turnout for the presidential election. We are 
there from 7am to 8pm, so any time you can volunteer is welcomed. The leaves 
are turning, and ready to deposit a carpet of color on our lawns. Soon the white 
stuff will be upon us. November brings us Thanksgiving where we all have a 
family dinner and enjoy the holiday. The Feztival of  Trees is also around  
Thanksgiving, and help with the many things going on at the festival is always 
welcomed. The director's booze bush has been bought and will be decorated as 
always with bottles of cheer. Don't forget to have the battery terminals switched 
in your car, so the heat will come on and not the A/C. (That was a joke, for 
those of you not mechanically inclined.) 

We have quite a few 
events coming up that 

we will need  
volunteers for.  

They are listed below:  

November 3 
Shrine holiday  
decorating  

November 15 
Fall Ceremonial  

November 17-21 
Feztival of Trees 
setup  

November 22-24 
Feztival of Trees  

November 29-Dec 1 
Feztival of Trees 

All Clubs 
and Units 

You all will be  
electing new Officers 
for your Club or Unit 

for the year 2025 
during the next two 

months of November 
and December. 

It is of the utmost  
importance that you 

notify the Shrine  
Office of your 

elected Officers for 
2025 even if they are 

the same Officers 
from the year 2024. 
We appreciate your 
cooperation in this 

matter.  

The Shrine Office 
Staff 

Holiday Schedule
The Shrine Office and Shrine Center will be 
closed the following dates for the Holidays: 

November 28th thru November 29th  
December 23rd thru December 26th  
December 30st thru January 1st  
lsmailia Shriners wish all the Nobility and their Families 
a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year ~ Wende, Joe, and Dave
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Well, here we are into the Fall Season of the year which brings us to cooler 
days and nights. It is also the time that the leaves on the trees change to their 
splendid colors and is also the time some of Nobles start their trek to the 
South to warmer climate for the winter time – although sometimes us 
Northerns have some better weather than the Southerns.  

November will be a busy time for lsmailia Shriners with events and rentals 
going on. Our biggest event will be the Feztival of Trees. This is working up 
to be one of our major fund raisers for the Shrine. A lot of work is needed to 
make this event successful and needs everyone's help and attendance to 
accomplish this. Bring your family and friends to see the wonderful trees and 
events for the children. Who knows – if you bid on one of the trees you just 
may win it!  

October closed out with another successful Fall Meat Raffle. Congratula-
tions go out to Ill Sir David Freund P.P. and his crew for putting on the Meat 
Raffle. It takes a lot of work and preparation to make this successful. If you 
didn't attend and participate you missed a good time and a lot fun.  

December brings us to the close of another year and also brings us to the 
final Stated Session of the year 2024. This is a very important Stated Session 
because it not only closes out the year but it is also the Election of Officers 
of lsmailia Shriners for the year 2025. Your dues must be current for the year 
to vote in this Election so check and make sure you are current for 2024.  

November brings us Thanksgiving Day – a time to come together with 
family and friends and be thankful for all that we have and remember those 
that can't be with us for some reason or other. So have a Happy Thanksgiving 
with family and friends.  

Stay safe and healthy. Ill Sir Joe H. P.P., Recorder 

Happy November from Athor Temple No. 19 Daughters of the Nile! 
Our November Stated Session will be held on Wednesday, November 

13th. Please note that this is a change in date due to the set up for 
The Feztival of Trees. Lunch is at 11:30 am, followed by Stated Session at 
1:00 pm. 

Please remember to bring your donations for our Nile Tree to our 
November meeting! Princess Anne Mollon is coordinating our tree this year. 
We are looking for donations of kitchen items, non-perishable food items, 
paper products to enhance our tree. If you have any questions, please reach 
out to Anne. 

The Feztival of Trees will be held at the Shrine Center for two weekends 
again this year: November 22nd-24th and November 29th-December 1st. 
There are many opportunities to lend a hand. Reach out to Queen Doris 

to be a part of the fun and fellowship! This event is a great opportunity to 
see Daughters of the Nile in action, supporting the work that the Shriners 
do for our very special children! 

We will also be filling Christmas stockings at 10:30 am on November 
13th. 

As always, we would like to extend an invitation to women who enjoy 
meaningful volunteer work and lots of laughter and fellowship to learn more 
about Daughters of the Nile! Our Membership and Mentoring Team of 
Past Queen Iris (716)834-9074 and Past Queen Donna (716)839-4307 are 
eager to share our story and answer your questions!  Don't miss out on 
being a part of an amazing organization of women! 

As we enter this season of gratitude, don’t forget to start each day by 
counting your blessings! 

ATHOR TEMPLE NO. 19 DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE 
Princess Jen Mazur, Publicity

Dear Fellow Nobles, 
I am sure you have seen pictures and videos of the devastation caused by the back-

to-back hurricanes, Helene and Milton. First the massive Helene slammed into northern 
Florida with Category 4 winds, bringing record-breaking storm surge and an enormous 
amount of rainfall along the entire West Coast of the state. But that was just the beginning. 
States north of Florida also experienced Helene’s brutal power. Communities all the way 
up to western North Carolina experienced some of the most severe impacts of this natural 
disaster. Many are still facing extreme hardship as colder weather is setting in. 

Then, just days later, Milton zipped across the Gulf of Mexico to smash Florida again. 
With landfall just to the south, the Tampa Bay area was spared the worst of the storm 
surge, but hurricane force winds raged in already vulnerable communities, a series of 
deadly tornadoes tore through South Florida, and inland flooding affected areas far from 
the coast. 

Not surprisingly, Masons, Shriners, and their families have been severely impacted.  
The Grand Masters of North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida have sought disaster 
assistance from the Masonic Service Association of North America* to provide urgently 
needed financial aid to many families who have lost their homes and possessions due 
to the forces of wind and water. I have personally spoken with  all three of these Grand 
Masters and assured them of Shriners’ strong desire to stand by them through this dis-
astrous occurrence. 

Shrine Masons are proud to have the opportunity to come to the relief of their brothers 
and families. Your immediate response to this need is vitally important to our brothers 
in those states and satisfies the high calling and obligation that each of us has to respond 
with fraternal charity. Your donations are being gratefully accepted by check or online. 

Please take action right now to provide aid and comfort to our Brother Masons and 
their families who are relying on us. We can take the edge off of their pain.  The word 
“fraternity” is defined by the action we take in this hour of need. 

Yours in the Faith, Richard G. Burke, Imperial Potentate

Donate Now!
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Special Sale Price for a Limited Time 
$200 per brick

Honorable Mentions: Alladin Shriners, Grove City, Ohio - Aladdin’s Lamp 
Oasis Shriners, Charlotte, NC - Desert Dust

Honorable Mentions: Alzafar Shriners, San Antonio, TX - Alzafar Achbar 
Hadi Shriners, Evansville, Indiana - Hot Sands

Honorable Mentions: Boumi Shriners, Rosedale, Maryland - boumishriners.org 
Suez Shriners, San Angelo,TX - suezshriners.com

Honorable Mentions: Aleppo Shriners, Wilmington, MA - Wicked Important Stuff 
Mazol Shriners, St John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada - Mazol Connection 
Instagram Winners: Aloha Shriners,Honolulu, Hawaii - @alohashriners , Amal 
Shriners, Sao Paulo, Brazil - @amalshriners. HONORABLE MENTION: Emirat Shriners, 
Wiesbaden, Germany @emirat_shriners; Hikmat Shriners, Ciuaba, Brazil @hikmatshriners 
Facebook Winners: Ansar Shriners, Springfield, ILL @ansarshriners, Luxor Shriners, 
St. John, New Brunswick, CN @Luxorshriners. HONORABLE MENTION: Aleppo Shriners, 
Wilmington, MA @alepposhrinersboston, Khartum Shriners, Winnipeg, Manitoba, CN



Remember Our Sick and Shut-in Brothers 
with a Visit, a Card or a Call

Samuel R. Tiffany 
90 Meyer Road, Apt. 406 
Buffalo, NY 14226 

Gary Gordon, Sr. 
Frewsburg Rest Home 
106 West Main Street 
Frewsburg, NY 14738 

 

CONFINED AT HOME

IN NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING
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6470 New Taylor Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

(716) 312-7424

Donations to Ismailia Shriners 
Building Fund 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 16, 2024

In Memory of Carol Wolf, by Roger & Cheryl Huff

Donations to Ismailia Shriners 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 16, 2024

In Memory of Carol Wolf  
By Thomas & Wende Applewhite 
In Memory of Betty Jane Burton 
by Pond Chapter No 853 O.E.S. 

In Memory of  
Roberta Hawley, PHP  
By Thomas & Wende Applewhite  

By Jean Moore   
In Memory of Carol Wolf  
By Brad & Cindy Tichenor  
By Ken & Diane Wolf  
By Rick & Leslie Wolf  

 
 
By Don & Joan Hall  
By Bob & Beth Wilson  
By Clarence Center  
   Elementary - Sunshine 

Sunshine Charity Birthday Fund Donations 
THROUGH OCTOBER 16, 2024
Ronald Bigger, P.P.  
Chester Bond  
Michael Comerford  

Lawrence Dietz  
Lewis Gabel

 William Glazier  
MarkHerle  
Charles Turner, Jr. 

Ismailia Shriners Hospital Travel Fund  
Donations 
THROUGH OCTOBER 16, 2024

The deepest sympathy of the Illustrious Potentate, Divan and Nobles of Ismailia Shriners is 
extended to the family and friends of: 
NUMBER                   NAME                           DATE JOINED                     DATE DIED 
5907      Walther J. Przepasniak      November 15, 1997     October 10, 2024 
429        Hollis E. Boss                   June 10, 1967               July 14, 2024 
4868      Walter R. Wieand             June 7, 1975                 January 24, 2024 

In Memoriam 
DEATHS THROUGH OCTOBER 26, 2024  

When clouds of sorrow seem to hide the face of God, we know such is not the case for we cannot be where  
God is not. Just as He has been with us in all our yesterdays, He will be with us in our unknown tomorrows.

Meets the 3rd Wed. of each month 
Contact Commander: Doug Foss 

noblefoss@gmail.com • 716-498-6251

When clouds of sorrow seem to hide the face of God, we know such is not the case for we cannot be where  
God is not. Just as He has been with us in all our yesterdays, He will be with us in our unknown tomorrows.



GOOD FELLOWS TO KNOW & DO BUSINESS WITH…
ATTORNEYS 
Paul E. Rudnicki 
395 Reserve Road 
West Seneca, NY 14224 
675-1212 

AUTOMOTIVE 
Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision 
5665 Lake Ave. 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 
716-827-5826 

BUILDING SUPPLIES 
Felber’s Building Supplies & Lumber Inc. 
5555 Transit Road  
Williamsville, NY 14221 
Randy Felber  
688-5517 

CEMETERY MEMORIALS 
Stone Art Memorial Co., Inc. 
914 Ridge Rd., Lackawanna, NY 14218 
824-9278 • Fax 824-1561 
John T. Koch • J. Thomas Koch  
Matthew T. Koch 

FINANCIAL 
Robert E. Kloss, JD, CFP 
6470 New Taylor Rd. 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 
716-312-7424 or 716-510-0523 
RKloss@ClearplanFinancial.com 
GLASS 
Twin City Glass Corp. 
856 Wurlitzer Dr., No. Tonawanda, NY 
Donald R. Weinholtz, Pres. 
694-3300
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ATTENTION ALL NOBLES: THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR ISMAILIA SHRINERS FOR THE YEAR 2025 WILL BE HELD AT THE  
DECEMBER 11, 2024 STATED SESSION. THIS SPACE IS FOR ANY NOBLE WISHING TO ANNOUNCE HIS CANDIDACY FOR A POSITION IN 2025. 

§325.11 Election Regulations 
(a) Electioneering. A candidate for an elected office in a Shrine temple may print, publish and circulate 

during the year he is seeking the elected office, a resume consisting of his educational background, 
his vocational history, and his Masonic and Shrine record. Except as provided in prior sentence, the 
printing, publication, circulating or distribution of resolutions, letters, telegrams, tickets, email or 
other devices, by a unit, club, Noble, or group of Nobles, suggesting, recommending, opposing, or 
containing the names of proposed candidates for office in the temple is prohibited. 

(b) Expenditures Prohibited. The expenditure of money for gifts, favors, or entertainment on behalf 
of a candidate for elected office is prohibited. 

(c) Violation. For any violation of (a) or (b), the Imperial Potentate may suspend any offending Noble, 
and he may declare the election of the officers void and order a new election. 

(d) Notice. At least one week prior to the annual meeting or any election, the Recorder shall mail to 
each member a notice thereof containing this section. 

Note: The publication of this notice in the Ismailia Shrine Smile, which is mailed to every member, 
complies with the regulation in section ( d ).  
IMPERIAL COUNCIL LAW REQUIRES THAT YOUR 2024 DUES CARD BE DISPLAYED TO 
GAIN ADMITTANCE. 

Candidate for Potentate 
James “Moose” Mirusso 

I would like to announce my intentions to be a candidate for Potentate of Is-
mailia Shriners. It has been a long and winding path to this point in my Shriners 
career. The highs and the lows have both served critical roles in getting us to 
this point. Illustrious Sir Michael Ferraro's friendship, work ethic, and guidance 
over the past two years has become the new "Gold Standard" at Ismailia and I 
cannot thank him enough for his involvement and his "Lead from the front" 
mentality. Without question, he is one of Ismailia's best. I have enjoyed working 
with him, and look forward to his continued support and contributions to Is-
mailia Shriners. This particular Divan represents the future of Ismailia Shriners. 
As Potentate it would be my goal to add to the foundation this new generation 
will build upon. Nothing in life is certain except for change. Circumstances 
change, we evolve, and the Shrine evolves with us. Moving forward, these men 
are passionate, savvy, and capable. Their understanding of the business side of 
the Shrine and how best to implement our collective vision brought me back to 
the Divan. It is also what will ensure the future success of the temple as well as 
the organization as a whole. We are more aware of the challenges that face our 
fraternity now more than ever. The new faces joining us will provide the fresh 
ideas and additional manpower required to sustain and succeed. This past year 
we provided financial support to programs that need assistance at Shriners 
Hospital Erie. Without Imperial support, these programs rely on the contrib-
utions made by the supporting temples. 2024 has shown record levels of dona-
tions due in large part to the efforts of this Divan, the Nobility and their Ladies. I 
am humbled by the opportunity to lead and continue to be part of this team. I 
ask for your support in my journey to Potentate as well as your continued en-
thusiasm as we move forward into 2025.  

• Life Long Resident of Erie County now reside Derby, NY with  
Suzanne Camus • 1987-2010 Deputy Sheriff- Erie County Sheriffs Office Patrol 
Division • President Holy Cross Cemetery committee Farnham, NY (1997-1999) 
• Crime Scene Investigator for ECSO - (2003-2010) • On Committee to build 
CPS Crime lab for Erie County (2003-2004) • Compliance Officer Risk Manage-
ment M & T Bank (2014-2015) • Compliance Officer Risk Management 
AMLRightSource 2019-2024 • Member Living Stone #255 (raised 2001) • 
Noble Ismailia Shrine Center (2001) • Past Master of Living Stone #255 (2005-
2006) • PHD's (2011) • Ismailia Membership Committee (2012-2014) • Chief 
Aide for Illustrious Sir William Lawicki 2014 • Attended Imperial Convention 
2014 Minneapolis, Minn. • Attended NYOSA Spring and Fall 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2023, 2024 • Attended Imperial Convention 2015 Houston, Tx. • Imperial Cap-
tain of the Inner Guard Aide's Member - Imperial Convention 2016 Tampa, Flor-
ida • Imperial Captain of the Inner Guard Aide's Member - Imperial Convention 
2017 Daytona, Florida • Board of Governors' Member, Shriners Hospital Erie  
• Attended Imperial Convention 2023 Charlotte, NC. • Attended Imperial Con-
vention 2024 Reno, Nev. 

Candidate for Chief Rabban 
Jason Godios 

I would like to take the opportunity to announce my candidacy as Chief Rab-
ban for the 2025 year. I truly enjoy the Shrine whether it is outside working the 
grill at one of our Famous Chicken BBQs, working the Eden Cornfest, Sports-
man Raffle, supporting our Legion of Honor, Fish Frys, or helping during one of 
our famous meat raffles- the friendships I've made with my fellow Nobles will 
last a lifetime. I'm a proud Buffalonian and grew up near the Old First Ward and 
South Buffalo, NY. I now reside in Lancaster with my fiance, Lady Kelsey, 13-
year-old daughter Mackenzie, and 11-year-old son Christopher.  

In the wake of the attacks on 9/11 I dropped out of my first year in college 
and volunteered myself for active duty with the US Marine Corps as an infantry 
rifleman. My first duty station was in Okinawa Japan, and then Camp Lejeune, 
NC. I've been all over the world and served 3 combat tours of duty in Iraq, in-
cluding the initial invasion in 2003, as well as the Battle of Fallujah in April of 
2004. While on my third tour I reenlisted for another 4 years as an Inspector In-
structor (l&I) serving as the active-duty liaison for the operations and training 
team of the local infantry reserve unit. While on this duty I also served as a Ca-
sualty Assistance Call Officer and had the solemn duty of being the first to notify 
families of their loved ones who were killed in action. I am a recipient of numer-
ous awards including the Purple Heart Medal, Navy Achievement Medal with 
Valor device, Combat Action Ribbon, and Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal. 
After being Honorably Discharged I went through a period of trying to find my 
place in the world. I ended up going back to school and earned a BS in Intelli-
gence & Analytics followed by an MBA with a concentration in Financial Man-
agement from American University in D.C. I currently work in the industrial gas 
industry, serving as a Proposal Manager for Linde Engineering. I also hold nu-
merous certifications including. A PMP (Project Management Professional, 
CCMAP (Contract and Commercial Management Advanced Practitioner) certifi-
cation, and a Lean Six Sigma Green Belt certification.  

My Masonic resume is as follows:  - Ancient Landmarks Lodge #358- Past 
Master • President of the Board of Directors for the Battle Within Foundation  • 
Scottish Rite: - Valley of Buffalo AASR NMJ- 32 Degree - Past Most Wise 
Master of the Buffalo Chapter Rose Croix - Hauts Grades Academic (HGA} - 
Knights of Saint Andrew - Past Venerable Master  • Royal Arch: - Tonawanda 
Keystone #71- Past High Priest - Thomas Smith Webb Chapter of Research 
#1798- Member - Fraternal Union of Anointed High Priests- Life Member • 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons NY: - District Deputy Grand High Priest - 
16th District - Past Assistant Grand Lecturer - 16th District • Cryptic Masons: -
Buffalo Keystone Council #17- Deputy Master • Knights Templar: - Lake Erie 
Commandery #20 - Sentinel • Shriners Clubs/Units /Committees: - Legion of 
Honor - Hamburg Shrine Club - Membership Committee Chairman - Assistant 
Rabban School - Oriental Guide School - VP of Oasis Board • Mystic Order 
Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm: -Zuleika Grotto #10 

I thank you all for your consideration for this position and hope to keep our 
Shrine fun while innovating new ideas, and solutions to drive up membership, 
while supporting our hospitals.  

Candidate for Assistant 
Chief Rabban 
Ted Clark 

As my year serving as High Priest and Profit for lsmailia Temple is ending, 
my dedication to our Temple and the hospitals continues to grow. With nearly 2 
years as a member of the elected Divan, I look forward to new responsibilities 

and learning even more about what it takes to be an effective leader in the 
Shrine. I feel obligated and privileged to run for the office of Assistant Rabban 
for lsmailia Shriners for the 2025 Year. As I pointed out in previous years, my 
journey with lsmailia started in 2012 after my term as Master of Harmonie 
Lodge No. 699. I have served the Temple and the Nobles of lsmailia in several 
capacities. My time serving as a member of the elected Divan and as a 
member of the Oasis Board shows me how fortunate we are to have this group 
of talented and dedicated members. As Assistant Rabban I will be taking over 
membership and will be calling on every one of you to help fill the ranks with 
worthy nobles and their families. My lovely Wife Kary and I will be attending the 
Assistant Rabban school in Tampa this spring. I plan to put together an lsmailia 
membership conference and try to get as many of us pulling in the same direc-
tion as we can. After spending time with Dale Vrsalovich (Imperial Outer Guard) 
he has offered his assistance in revamping our strategies for new members as 
well as retaining our current members. This will be open to all Nobles and 
Ladies looking to help fill the ranks of lsmailia. It is my goal to visit as many 
lodges as we can in 2025 and promote the synergy of the Craft Lodges and the 
Shrine. We are looking to create a culture of fun as we vie for the limited free 
time available to most people. am honored and humbled to be a part of the 
leadership of our temple. I hope to capitalize on the gains we made this year 
with the amount of money we have been able to raise for the hospital and our 
temple. Our success is anchored in the participation and dedication of the no-
bles and their families. Please consider adding more of the events being held at 
the temple to your 2025 calendars and if you are able, please get involved.  

We have continued to come a long way but there is still more work to do. I 
hope that I have met or exceeded your expectations as a member of the elected 
Divan and that you will consider giving me your support as Assistant Rabban for 
the 2025 year. Thank you in advance for your consideration.  

Candidate for High Priest 
& Prophet 
Justin Brown 

I would like to announce my candidacy for High Priest and Prophet, of Is-
mailia Temple, for the upcoming 2025 year. For a bit of background, I grew up 
a farm kid in Vermont. I met my wife, Kay, my senior year of high school and 
she has been my partner in crime ever since. We attended both undergraduate 
and graduate schools together, first at Castleton State College and later at 
Clarkson University, where both of us received our MBAs. In 2008, we moved to 
Orchard Park. We had our oldest, Mikaela ( 12) and shortly thereafter moved to 
the Village of Lancaster, where we then added Evelyn (8) to complete our 
family. They are my rock. My wife, my best friend. My children, a source of tre-
mendous joy and inspiration. I move, think, and do for them. Between our time 
in Orchard Park and Lancaster, I also served in the volunteer fire service. With a 
little over four years spread between two departments, I became certified for 
interior attack and was also trained in emergency vehicle, pump, and ladder 
(truck) operations. I enjoyed serving my community, even if it meant waking up 
at 2:00 in the morning and rushing off to a vehicle accident, carbon monoxide, 
or structure fire call. For the last fifteen years, I have worked for the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, in their Education Service division. I am currently a 
Management and Program Analyst for the Digital GI Bill (DGIB) Procedures 
team, reporting to VA's Central Office in Washington D.C. In my position, I am 
responsible for assisting with the implementation of a multi-million-dollar soft-
ware modernization effort. I am the product owner of the DGIB payments team, 
which assisted with transitioning our division between payment services this 
past summer. When not reviewing data, system exceptions, or assisting the 
field with payment-related concerns, I am also tasked with preparing, review-
ing, and later publishing procedural materials for GI Bill processors and field 
staff. I joined the Craft in December of 2019 at Ancient Landmarks Lodge #358, 
where I am currently Senior Deacon. Due to the pandemic, I was delayed in 
being raised until April of 2022. Following the advice of my maternal grand-
father, a 50-year Mason in Vermont, I quickly moved to spread my wings,join-
ing both the Valley of Buffalo and Ismailia Shriners that May. As soon as I was 
able, I was elected a Director on the Oasis Board, where I have regularly at-
tended and participated in the monthly meetings. As a Director and Oriental 
Guide, I have also enjoyed assisting with the many events within and outside of 
Ismailia Temple. This year I was in charge of the Hospitality Room for the Po-
tentate's ball as well as Eden Cornfest, which were both successful, thanks to 
the many hands who assisted. I spent many hours helping cook, clean dishes, 
and bus tables during our spring 2024 fish fry season. I logged many steps 
helping to sell CDs at the Lynyrd Skynyrd/ZZ Top concert, assisted the Ladies 
with their jewelry raffle, and sold tickets for our various events/drawings, in-
cluding in the Amish community. The laughs, the fellowship, and the camarad-
erie during these events, I would not trade for anything in the world. I strongly 
believe in the mission of the Shrine and attended Oriental Guide school in 
Tampa this past spring, to better understand my role as an elected officer and 
how I can best assist with the advancement of this great organization. I joined 
my fellow Divan members at the spring meeting in Erie and Hospital Day in 
June, where we presented multiple checks from the Temple/Clubs. I created 
the new "Happy Dance" ticket as an opportunity to reduce the number/effort 
around tickets being sold by our membership. I am also working with our hos-
pital partners to build stronger ties and best determine how we at Ismailia can 
better serve them and most importantly, the patients of Shriners Hospitals.  

I am currently involved in numerous Masonic bodies, outside of Shriners In-
ternational, to include: • Scottish Rite: Valley of Buffalo AASR NMJ - 32nd De-
gree - Junior Warden, Buffalo Chapter of Rose Croix - Junior Warden, Knights 
of Saint Andrew • Royal Arch: Tonawanda Keystone #71 - Master of the Sec-
ond Veil • Cryptic: Keystone Council #17 - Companion • Knights Templar: Erie 
Commandery #20 - Knight • Organization of Triangles, Inc: Cassiopeia Triangle 
#202: Masonic Supervisor. 

I have attempted to get my family involved when and where possible in the 
great work of Masonry and the Shrine. Most recently, Kay joined Athor Temple 
19, Daughters of the Nile, for which I am very proud. My daughters have be-
come further entrenched in the many doings of the Triangle Girls organization, 
where Mikaela is currently the Flagbearer of Cassiopeia #202 and Evelyn a 
Rosebud. I hope to continue to be an asset here at Ismailia Temple, helping to 
drive innovation, raise community awareness, and increase membership 
growth, participation, and retention, while supporting one of the greatest  
philanthropies that we know, Shriners Hospitals for Children. I thank you all  
for your consideration as Ismailia's next High Priest and Prophet.  

Candidate for Oriental Guide 
Brian P. Arcand 

I would like to announce my candidacy for Oriental Guide for the upcoming 
2025 year. I joined the Craft in October of2019 at Tyrian Lodge #925. Due to 
the pandemic, I did not receive my third degree until May of 2022. Being new to 
Masonry I found myself with many options before me to join different bodies, 
but the one I wanted to join the most was the Shrine. It is the Shrine that drew 
me to Masonry. In 2018, I went to the Shrine Circus and immediately I knew I 
wanted to be a Shriner. The wonderful Nobles there that day pointed me in the 
right direction to get me started and now I have come full circle, and I am ready 
to pay it forward. Since becoming a Noble, I have been appointed Chaplain of 
the Divan where I have attended and participated in the monthly meetings and 
gatherings. I have also enjoyed assisting with the many events that have been 
put on within and outside oflsmailia Temple. I have assisted with transporting 
patients, I have worked the grill for Eden Com Fest, worked in the kitchen frying 
up fish for our Fish Fry's, sold a variety of tickets, manned tables at the Feztival 
of Trees, kept the drinks flowing in the Hospitality Room at the Pate's Ball, serv-
ing the ladies at the Jewelry Raffle, working side raffles at the Sportsman Raf-
fle, spent many hours cleaning dishes, bussing tables, and helping in any way I 
can. Ask anyone on the Divan and they will tell you I am only a phone call away 
if they need me. What's great is that I am a package deal. You get me and my 
lovely wife, Heather, as well as our two daughters, Zooey (13) and Amelia (10). 
They are my rock and my purpose and have already assisted with many events 
themselves from Eden Com Fest to Fish Fry's, the Feztival of Trees and more. 
They are the apex of my support system and love to help at Shrine events. Our 
daughters are also involved with the Organization of Triangle, Inc. and both are 
with Cassiopeia Triangle #202 and Lockport Triangle #128. Zooey is currently 
serving as Chaplain at Cassiopeia and Beloved Queen of Lockport and Amelia is 
quite content with being Marshal for both Triangles. I grew up in many different 
places but ended up landing in Orlando, FL where a majority of my years were 
spent in Theme Park Management or Corporate Training with companies like 
Universal Studios and Walt Disney World. I currently work for Progressive Insur-
ance as a Legal Office Manager and have been working in the legal field for 
over 10 years. My current role provides me with the ability to work in two areas 
that I am very passionate about, leadership and the law. My specific focus 
within my organization is that of Change Management which allows me to help 
people navigate through change. I like to look at it like this, change may be 
scary, but you can still have fun with it.  

Since being raised, I've become involved in numerous concordant bodies 
and lodges, to include: • Tyrian Lodge #925: Junior Warden and Success 
Coach • Ancient Landmarks #358: Senior Steward • Scottish Rite: Valley of 
Buffalo AASR NMJ - 32nd Degree - Junior Warden, Palmoni Lodge of Perfection 
- Junior Deacon, Knights of Saint Andrew • Shriners International: Chaplain, Is-
mailia Temple Divan • York Rite: Tonawanda Keystone #71, Royal Arch - Com-
panion (pending Royal Arch degree 11 /24) • Tall Cedars of Lebanon 
International: Buffalo Forest #92, Scribe Elect • Organization of Triangles, Inc: 
Cassiopeia Triangle #202 & Lockport Triangle #128 - Masonic Supervisor. 

With Tyrian Lodge, where I am now Junior Warden, I have assisted with the 
presentation of its degrees from Q/As, to various other assignments. I created 
our lodge's Facebook page to give it a digital footprint and give us some pres-
ence on social media. I also became NorthStar Certified and have become a 
success coach as I believe in Masonry and the Shrine and look forward to help-
ing recruit new Brothers and Nobles. I hope to be a benefit to the Ismailia Tem-
ple, I want to help advance our cause by raising awareness in the community 
as well as increase membership, increase member participation, and member 
retention. The Shriners to me is one of the greatest philanthropies in the world, 
and I am honored to be a part of it. Thank you all for your consideration as Is-
mailia' s next Oriental Guide.  

Candidate for Recorder 
Joseph A. Hoerner P.P. 
SHRINE OFFICES HELD:  

Recorder 2002 - present  
Potentate 1999  
Chief Rabban 1998  
Asst. Rabban 1997  
High Priest & Prophet 1996  
Oriental Guide 1995  
Chief Aide 1990, 1992-1994  
Asst Chief Aide 1989  
Arabian Oasis Board 1995-1999, 2002-2024  
President Arabian Oasis 1998  
Secretary Arabian Oasis 1995, 2002-2024  
President New York Ontario Shrine Assoc. 2000  

SHRINE CLUBS & UNITS  
Cabiri #96  
Circus Committee  
Hamburg Shrine Club  
PHD Luncheon Club  
Seneca Shrine Club President 2006-2008  
Aides  
Hillbilly Clan #137  
Legion of Honor Commander 2012  

MASONIC ORGANIZATIONS  
Erie Lodge #161 1985-2001  
West Seneca Lodge # 1111 2001- present  

Master 2008-2009  
Secretary 2009 - present  

East Aurora Chapter #282 Royal Arch Masons  
Secretary 2008-2010  

Buffalo Consistory, Valley of Buffalo  
Pond Chapter #853 O.E.S.  

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS:  
Motor Express Inc. Terminal Manager  
Be Mac Transport Company, Terminal Manager  
Marriott, Meals on Wheels Div, Transportation Manager  
United States Air Force 1954-1958  
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Nile Sewing Mtg.  
10:30 am

Oasis Happy Hour 
4 - 8 pm

Lions Club Mtg. 
6 pm

Feztival of Trees 
10 am - 3 pm

Lions Club Mtg. 
6 pm

PHD Lunch  
Noon 
Shrine Stated  
Session 
Election of  
Officers - 7 pm

Ailiamsi  
Sunbeams 
Allegany SC Mtg. 
Northtown Nile 
Cabiri Xmas Party

GA Family  
Christmas Party 
6 - 9 pm

Ailiamsi Mtg Noon 
PHD Lunch Noon 
Directors Mtg 6pm 
Oasis/Divan 6:30pm

Wittaker Vendor 
Show 
10 am - 5 pm

Shrine Adult  
& Children 
Christmas Party 
Noon - 5 pm

Lions Club 
Children’s 
Christmas Party

Shrine Closed 
Christmas Eve

PHD Lunch 
Noon 
Nile Mtg. - Noon 
LOH Mtg. 6 pm 
Cornhole Tourn 6pm

Shrine Closed 
Christmas Day

Shrine Closed 
New Year’s Eve
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Oasis Happy Hour 
4 - 8 pm

Plymouth  
Crossroads  
Tailgate Party 
9 am - 6 pm

Ailiamsi Mtg 
Noon 
PHD Lunch Noon 
Directors Mtg 6pm 
Oasis/Divan 6:30pm

Nile Sewing  
10:30 am

Lions Club 6 pm 
ELECTION DAY

Keuther  
Brunch 
10 am - 2 pm 
Shrine Christmas 
Decoration 
2:30 pm Lockport SC Mtg.

Adkisson  
Birthday Party

Shrine Fall  
Ceremonial 6 pm

Birthday Party 
10 am - 3 pm

Feztival of Trees 
Vendor setup

Feztival of Trees 
setup

Feztival of Trees 
10 am - 4 pm

Feztival of Trees 
Vendor setup

PHD Lunch 
Noon 
Nile Mtg. - Noon 
Nite Court Mtg.  
4 pm 
Cornhole Tourn 6pm

Feztival of Trees 
Vendor setup

Vendor Party 
4 - 5 pm 
Feztival of Trees 
5 pm - 8 pm

Feztival of Trees 
10 am - 8 pm

Feztival of Trees 
Vendor setup

Feztival of Trees Feztival of Trees
Shrine Closed 
Thanksgiving Day

Feztival of Trees 
10 am - 8 pm

Feztival of Trees 
10 am - 8 pmFeztival of Trees
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Come out and join your fellow Nobles and their families 
for a wonderful event!!  

Saturday December 14, 2024  
Noon-5 PM  

We need to know how many adults and kids will be in attendance so we can 
prepare food and purchase presents for all of the kids attending.  

Please call (716) 674-8666 to RSVP and  
provide the following information:  

• Number in Attendance (Total) 
• Number of Kids 
• Name(s), age(s), and potential toy idea(s) 

 
Please RSVP no later than December 1st  

This will allow our elves ample time 
to purchase, wrap, and present the gifts.


